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dous eruption there issued forth a fiery stream of barbarous
horsemen, that burst irresistibly upon the fertile plains of
Central Asia and North-western India. The Sakas were
the first tribe that were driven out to seek their fortunes
In the south ; these were the destroyers of the once flourish-
ing Bactrian Empire. The ancient records of India, when
collated with the Chinese and Classical histories, leave little
room for doubt that these Sakas, after having subdued first
Bactriaand afterwards the Soter dynasty of Menander in.the
Paropanissus, brought all Upper India under their dominion
(see H.H. Wilson, Ariana Antiqua). The Sakas were even-
tually overthrown by Vikramaditya, King of Ujjain in B.C.
56. This monarch, who is a Hero-divinity of the Hindus, was
surnamed "Sakari" or the foe of the Sakas. But his successors
were forced to submit to the Yue-chis, a second tribe of the
Scythians, (vide V.A, Smith, Early History of India), still
more powerful than the first. These Yue-chis founded
a most important kingdom, generally styled the Indo-
Scythian.

The Coins of the Indo-Parthian Dynasties : It should be
noted that a series of Indo-Parthian coins have been found,
which would show that for a short time, some Parthian princes
must have ruled in the region of Paropanissus. In all pro-
bability, when the Bactrian Empire was despoiled, they
managed to seize a moiety of the plunder. But the Indo-
Parthian coins present many difficulties. The historical rela-
tions between kings and satraps, whose coins we possess, are
explained at length in an article, entitled "The Indo-
Parthian Dynasties", from about 120 B. C to 100 A. D*
published in Z. D. M. G., Jan. 1906. Here, only the results
of the discussion are given. The key to the chronology is
to be found in the history of Parthia, that is to say, the
Arsakidan kingdom of Persia; and if that history had been
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